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DU could gain $5 million from new law

Traci Ray
Managing editor

Dillard may receive an esti-
mated $500,000 a year for the
next 10 years in funding provid-
ed by the Health Care and Rec-
onciliation Act of 2010 signed
by President Obama on March
30.

As the university budget for
the 2010-11 year is being pre-
pared, Dr. Walter Strong, ex-
ecutive vice president, said the
administration will prioritize

use of the funding in terms of
need.

Strong also said the act may
provide a way for students to
receive two Pell Grants a yeat.
He said the business office and
the offices of Student Success
and Financial Aid are evaluating
the different ways Pell Grants
can be issued.

Some 805 Dillard students,
or 84 percent, received Pell
Grants this year, totaling $3.4
million, according to Shan-
non Neal, interim financial aid

director. More than 8 billion
Americans rely on Pell Grant
scholarships to afford college
each year, according to www.
whitehouse.gov.

The bill strengthens the Pell
Grant program and invests in
community colleges, HBCUs
and other “minority-serving”
institutions and helps student
borrowers manage their student
loans debt, the site said.

The education components
of the act are in line with
Obama’s goal of America hav-

ing the highest proportion of
college graduates in the world
by 2020, according to the site.
The initiatives in Obama’s
“broader agenda for higher ed-
ucation” include:

. Increased investments
in America’s colleges.

. More than doubling
Pell funding between 2008-11.

. Expanding  income-
based repayment options.

. Simplitying the Fed-
eral Student Aid Application to
make it easier to apply.
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Low numbers
pre-registering
worry officials

Jeannine Cannon

University officials are strongly encour-
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Sheida Meltone, an international business freshman from San Francisco, enjoys ber full plate at a
crawfish boil at Kabacoff on Thursday, April 15, during Spring Fest. For more Spring Fest pictures,

aging students to pre-register for classes
and have lifted prerequisites to help get a
better idea of how many classes are needed
for summer and fall.

Officials are concerned at the low num-
bers of students who’ve taken the time to
register, but Dr. Carla Morelon-Quainoo,
director of institutional effectiveness and
assessment/advising, said she could not
provide data on how many have completed
the process.

Advising began March 22, and registra-
tion started March 29.

An April 12 email from Morelon-Quai-
noo announced that students still enrolled
in classes that are considered the prerequi-
site for another may register for the second
class. The university will check the lists af-
ter final grades are in and delete those stu-
dents who failed the prerequisite.

For example, a student enrolled in
ENG111 may register immediately for
ENG112 in the fall.

See Registration on Page 2

Vote to help Dillard win ‘Retool Your School’

Dillard is among 62 Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Univer-
sities competing for a chance to
win a $50,000 improvement
grant from The Home Depot’s
Retool Your School program,
and you can help.

Two other local universities
also made the finals: Southern
University in New Otleans and
Xavier University. Some 59 per-

cent of the nation’s HBCUs ap-
plied for the program, accord-
ing to Home Depot.

Students and residents in the
community can go online to
vote through June 15. Voters
are allowed to vote once a day
through the deadline, accord-
ing to the Retool Your School
Web site. To vote, go to www.
homedepotretoolyourschool.

com, click on the Dillard icon,
type in the number to the right
of the page and hit “vote.”
Additionally, Home Depot
also is offering “Retool Your
School” gift cards. For each gift
card sold, the store chain will
donate 5 percent of the face
value, up to $150,000, for the
home improvement grants.
Dillard is seeking the $50,000

for a community resource cen-
ter, according to Nick Harris,
assistant vice president of the
university’s Community Devel-
opment Corp.

The program was designed
to assist HBCUs with campus
and community improvement
projects. According to the Re-

See Contest on Page 2



